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TRACKING
We can offer refrigerant usage tracking from the point 
of installation and during the lifetime of the system, 
collating all maintenance data to provide a year-end 
report. We also track our F-Gas auditing activity and 
the dates that these were undertaken to ensure full 
compliance of regulations.

REPORTING
Following the audit of a refrigeration system or 
multiple refrigeration systems, a report is created and 
issued documenting the results and including photo-
graphic evidence of all discovery items and any leak or 
potential leaks that have been tagged. We will also 
offer guidance on the condition of the refrigeration or 
air-conditioning equipment and items that do not 
support ‘best practice’ from an installation perspective 
or require maintenance.

AUDITING
Oaksmere Design Limited can undertake regular leak 
checks to support the frequency required for the 
system refrigerant type and charge, to ascertain 
whether there are leaks that require repair or potential 
points where leaks could occur. During the audit, 
should leaks or potential system frailties be 
established, the leak point is tagged to enable the 
maintaining contractor to undertake a repair or rectify 
the issues that could result in a potential leak occurring.

RETRO-FITS
We can support your business with 
refrigerant retro-fits, technically 
analysing which refrigerants your 
existing system should employ to 
ensure that the compressors and 
condenser capacity and pipe work 
sizing match the connected load.

REFRIGERANT PRICING
Refrigerants with a higher global warming potential 
(GWP) are increasing significantly in price and, as such, 
are becoming cost prohibitive to utilise. R404A is 
significantly more expensive than it was in March 2017.

REFRIGERANT BANS
The widely used R404A and R422D refrigerants will be 
banned from use as a virgin product, from 1st January 
2020 for new systems and the servicing of existing 
systems over 10kg’s of R404A and 15kg’s of R422D.

FUTURE PENALTIES
There have been rare occasions where penalties have 
been applied. However, the latest proposal from 
DEFRA are likely to change the previous criminal 
sanctions to civil penalties. Therefore, the likelihood of 
businesses being penalised will increase through the 
local authorities and notified bodies being able to 
undertake business reviews. Civil penalties would be 
designed to address relatively low-level breaches to 
environmental regulations as reported by DEFRA.

THE LEGALITIES
The owner of the refrigeration system is legally 
responsible to ensure that each system is clearly 
labelled with the refrigerant type and volume, as well 
as recording and tracking the refrigerant usage during 
its life cycle, along with the dates and results of 
mandatory leak checks. These records must be 
available for 5 years and submitted to government 
officials upon request.

F-GAS REGULATIONS
The F-Gas regulations document the labelling and 
tracking requirements of refrigerants used within 
refrigeration systems. The regulations also clarify 
when fixed leak detection systems should be 
employed and the frequency of leak checks that must 
be undertaken per annum. This is dependent on the 
refrigerant type and volume; with the thresholds set at 
differing levels of tonnes of C02e.

Oaksmere Design can provide your business with the support and 
re-assurance that you are F-Gas compliant, aligned to the F-Gas regula-

tions and prevent unnecessary fines.
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